University of South Carolina

Scholar Commons
March

2012

3-27-2012

The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2012
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media

Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2012_mar

Recommended Citation
University of South Carolina, Office of Student Media, "The Daily Gamecock, TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2012"
(2012). March. 4.
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/gamecock_2012_mar/4

This Newspaper is brought to you by the 2012 at Scholar Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in March by
an authorized administrator of Scholar Commons. For more information, please contact digres@mailbox.sc.edu.

dailygamecock.com
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH CAROLINA

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2012

Alpha Tau Omega shut down
Drug charges by university close chapter,
oﬃcial claims decision blindsided fraternity
Colin Campbell

CCAMPBELL@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

USC has closed its chapter of Alpha Tau Omega
fraternity until 2016 due to drug charges against the
chapter, according to university officials.
The chapter is no longer recognized by USC as a
student organization and members will not be allowed
to live in its Greek Village house next semester.
A lpha Tau Omega was one of the seven USC
fraternities already on conduct probation from campus
activities for violating recruitment alcohol policies
last fall. When the chapter’s Greek Village house
was subsequently searched by police in December,
some members were charged with possessing and
distributing marijuana.
A Carolina Judicial Council meeting ensued, in
which the university charged the organization as a
whole with the violations and suspended the group
from all activities, according to Alisa Cooney, director
of student conduct.
Cooney said the entire organization was hit with
the charges, and not merely individual members,
because of the “significant” number of violations. She
wouldn’t provide an estimate for how many of the
members had been in violation of the rules, but said
the drugs were prevalent throughout the house and

“pervasive enough” to merit charging the chapter as
a whole.
A lpha Tau Omega appealed the ruling to the
judicial council, but it was denied.
When reached Monday, the chapter’s president
referred all questions to the fraternity’s national
organization.
Wynn Smiley, the fraternit y’s chief executive
officer, said Monday afternoon that he was shocked
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Former Boeing VP speaks at USC
Aston Jeffcoat

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Spencer Scott / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Alpha Kappa Psi and Delta Sigma Pi brought former
Boeing Vice President Allen Haggerty to campus.

Ret ired Nav y of f icer and
Boeing’s former Vice President
of Engineering Allen Haggerty
met w it h st udent s to share
insight on how to “take charge”
and “take flight” the way he has
been able to throughout his work
with the world’s largest aerospace
company.
Business fraternities Alpha
K appa Psi and Delta Sigma
Pi hosted a banquet Monday
night to learn from the story of
Haggerty’s journey to success,
a c c o r d i n g t o s e c o n d -y e a r
hospitality management student
and Alpha Kappa Psi member

Back to
Carolina set
for Fall 2012
Online program to kick off
distance education initiative
Kathryn Kranjc

KKRANJC@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Alpha Tau Omega members will not be allowed to live in the
chapter’s house in the fall due to drug charges brought by USC.

Haggerty vouches
for US efficiency,
innovation

VOL. 108, NO. 49 ● SINCE 1908

Megan Frank.
Haggerty‘s narrative of “The
Lean Enterprise” touched on
how he helped improve t he
efficiency of engineering and
ma nufac t u r i ng of a i rcraf t s
t h roughout h is t ime as a
U.S. Naval Officer, military
consultant and VP of Boeing.
“It is important for America to
be competitive,” Haggerty said.
“We have a lot of smart people.
We can create things but we have
to be able to produce efficiently
to compete.”
Ef f icienc y is all about
“eliminating waste,” Haggerty
said.
Ma ny st udent s echoed
concerns about such efficiency in
the current state of the economy
as they took turns answering
HAGGERTY ● 2

Former college dropouts will soon be
able to earn a bachelor’s degree from
USC from the convenience of their
computers.
This year, the university began the
admissions process for Back to Carolina,
an online degree completion program
for former USC students over the age
of 25 with at least 60 accumulated credit
hours. The program’s first two students
have already been admitted and will
register in April for classes in the Fall
2012 semester.
Currently offering a Bachelor of Arts
in Liberal Studies, “Back to Carolina”
has been hailed as a segue into the larger
Palmetto College initiative, a distance
education effort by USC’s extended
universit y programming. Palmetto
College would serve as an online degreecompletion option for non-graduates
and Associate’s Degree holders who are
unable to attend classes at one of USC’s
eight regional campuses.
“I think USC will always hold that
image of being the place on the hill, but
in order to compete in the 21st century,
we must open up new paths for college
education,” said USC President Harris
Pastides of the initiative.
Palmetto College would offer degrees
in vocational fields such as criminal
justice, business administration and
health sciences and would be governed
separately from USC, though sharing
the university’s accreditation. Earlier
t his year, t he u niversit y asked t he
legislat ure for a $5 million annual
appropriation to fund the beginning
years of Palmetto College, which is
currently scheduled to launch for Fall
2013. The request was included in the
House version of the state budget passed
two weeks ago, along with $12.5 million
for deferred maintenance and law school
repairs, but that bill is only at “second
base” according to USC state relations
CAROLINA ● 3

Interest dwindles as
legislators draft bills
to curb camping
Carolina Baity

CBAITY@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Columbia residents have
become accustomed to the
Occ upy movement si nce
October, but after a t womonth hiatus the Statehouse
g rou nds w i l l more t ha n
l i kely rem a i n qu iet a nd
empty.
Occupy Columbia
was removed f rom t he
grounds in December by an
emergency regulation passed
by t he Sout h Carol i na
State Budget and Control
Board to prevent people
f rom c a mpi ng, sleepi ng
or living on the grounds.
T he reg u l at ion qu iet e d
t he movement u nt i l t he
ordinance expired last week,
leaving an opening for those
in the 99 percent to slip in
and set up camp before the
expected passing of a new
St atehou se g rou nd s bi l l
next week that would make
camping or living on the
grounds permanently illegal.

Tuesday
72°

50°

Wednesday
84°

60°

But a new law might not be
necessary if interest doesn’t
pick back up.
While several Occupiers
returned with their tents
and blankets for t he
Wednesday resettlement,
t he movement’s numbers
had dwindled severely by
Monday.
“ We had at tempted to
reoccupy, and due to a lack of
people actually showing up,
we had to pack everything
up,” said longtime Occupier
Gregory Karr. “It basically
ended up with one or two
people watching everything
and that’s more than can be
expected of somebody.”
While many people did,
and still do, take Occupy
Columbia seriously, Karr
sa id, for ot her s it wa s
simply the newest fad — a
bandwagon to be jumped
on for t he m a ny people
who a re a lway s seek i ng
excitement. While the group
was disbanded during the
winter months, many of the
Columbia occupiers simply
lost interest and moved on.
A s t he f a s t-mov i n g

Nicole DeBartolo/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Occupy Columbia
unlikely to resume

WUSC BRINGS LOCAL
BANDS TO GREENE
L ateNights was one of four
Columbia bands featured during
WUSC’s outdoor concert on Greene
S tre et M o n d ay af te r n o o n. T h e
musical showcase, part of WUSC’s
Fundraising Week efforts, maintained
a steady crowd throughout the day,
according to station manager Will
Flourance.
“It’s events like this that help us

to bring in outside acts,” Flourance
said. “And it keeps things interesting
to have a live show out on Greene
Street.”
C a n’t K i d s, D e a d S u r f a n d
Ramphastos also played sets during
the laid-back four-hour concert
— Compiled by Kathryn Kranjc
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The Oyster Bar

Corruption in SC

Frank Martin

The Vista’s upscale
seafood restaurant
will introduce their
student discount
night tonight.

Columnist Travis
Banks outlines South
Carolina’s long legacy
of corruption and the
need for change.

See page 5

See page 4

South Carolina’s new
reported men’s basketball hire already
has fans excited
about the program’s
future.
See page 8
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USC sees low Peace Corps enrollment
South Carolina’s 2 volunteers outnumbered
by Clemson’s, College of Charleston’s 10
Julianne Lewis

NEWS@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Clemson and College of Charleston may
fall short of USC in populat ion, but t heir
representation in the Peace Corps does not.
The lone Peace Corps representatives at USC
are third-year political science student Grant
Martz and third-year journalism student Jared
Owenby, who both plan to enter the Peace Corps
after graduation. They are currently seeking other
interns to help with publicity.
College of Charleston, Clemson, USC Upstate
and USC A iken all have around ten interns
representing the Peace Corps on their respective
campus.
Martz obtained his internship with the Peace
Corps in January using JobMate. He recruited
Owenby, an interested friend, shortly after. Martz
is responsible for administration and Owenby
works on social media outreach.
Both are currently working on their Peace
Corps applications. Martz would like to work
in Africa, while Owenby would like to work in
Eastern Europe.
Si nce Ja nua r y, Ma r t z a nd O wenby have
attempted to garner interest by setting up booths
on Greene Street and by speaking at various
events and to service sororities and fraternities.
However, they have a long way to go until USC
catches up with surrounding schools in terms of
representation and the number of graduates who
enter the Peace Corps.
“People at USC seem skept ical about t he

commitment,” said Martz. “Peace Corps hasn’t
had the word out here like they have at other
campuses.”
At Charleston, Martz said the interns have to
do very little because students flock naturally to
their booths.
“Here, we have to work to have meetings
and interest,” said Martz. “Out of our whole
graduation class, we only know of about five
(students) right now that will go into the Peace
Corps.”
Martz and Owenby tell students that those who
enter the Peace Corps can defer and sometimes
cancel loans, receive a monthly stipend and receive
medical and dental benefits. Those who finish
their 27-month commitment are able to bypass
general public interview for federal jobs and are
preferential candidates.
These benefits of the program, in addition to
living abroad, are what intrigued fourth-year
international studies student Meagan Gunning.
Gunning received her assignment to North Africa
in late January and hopes she can go to Morocco,
Tunisia or Jordan. With minors in French and
African studies, she will teach English during her
commitment.
“It’s an incredible experience you can’t get
anywhere else,” said Gunning.
Most Peace Corps campus groups have been
established long before USC’s, but Martz and
Owenby are hopeful that they can establish a
growing presence.
“We just hope we can get our Twitter followers
in double digits,” Owenby said jokingly.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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Haggerty tells students he believes quality and innovation are crucial for America to compete in the world today.
HAGGERTY ● Continued from 1
prepared discussion questions
from Easter baskets placed on each
table. One question asked students,
“What are the biggest challenges
facing college students?”
“Jobs and debt after college,”
fourth-year international business
st udent Mar y Gotschall said.
“I feel we have gotten lazy. We
give up easily because we expect
everyone to hand us things.”
Hagger t y sa id qua l it y a nd
innovation are what America is
missing in order to compete with
other countries and for big ideas to
be successful.
“We must create a value stream,

by taking the idea and improving
the quality at each step,” Haggerty
said. “There are a whole bunch of
people out there who would like to
eat our lunch. And some of them
like to eat it with low labor rates.
We are competing with a whole
bunch of people who would like to
take our system away.”
Some students said the first
place to start practicing efficiency
is at USC.
F i r s t-y e a r i nt e r n at io n a l
business student David Lazaroff
emphasized the importance of
campus organizations and events.
“ Ta k e a d v a nt a g e a nd g e t
involved,” Lazaroff said. “It only
takes 10 students and one teacher

to start your own club.”
Students said the interpersonal
connections and strong
international presence at Carolina
has taught them how to be more
cultured, which could be vital in
the global business sector.
“You only have 4 years here.
St rea m l i ne you rself st ra ight
into the real world,” fourth-year
international business student and
Alpha Kappa Psi Vice President
Mitchell Trott said . ”You want
those skills to be so efficient,
assimilating after college is smooth
and easy.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news

OCCUPY ● Cont. from 1
Statehouse grounds bill
approaches approval,
it i s b e c om i n g le s s
likely that the law will
actually be needed.
“The physical
occ upat ion is over,”
Karr said. “I wouldn’t
say there’s any need for
this bill to be passed
ab o ut c a m p i n g o ut
on t he g rou nds. It’s
up to them but there
doesn’t really seem to
be a huge desire to do
so anymore. I don’t see
us coming back from
this.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news

Jeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

Occupy Columbia has been on a two-month hiatus, and interest now seems anemic.

loestrin 24 Fe

$15
visit the campus pharmacy
thomson student health center
www.sa.sc.edu/shs 803.777.4890

Greenville medicine
school admits first class
More than 1,000 apply for 50 spots
at upstate program for Fall 2012
Amanda Coyne

ACOYNE@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Since beginning accepting applications in late
2011, the USC School of Medicine at Greenville has
received 1,444 applications for the 50 spots in its
inaugural class, with more than 10 percent coming
from USC.
“There have been close to 150 applications from
USC students to the Greenville campus,” said Eileen
Korpita, director of the office of pre-professional
advising. The number of applications from USC
students to the USC School of Medicine at Columbia
was “about the same,” according to Korpita.
W hile final admissions numbers will not be
made available until after the school of medicine’s
interview process has completed, acceptances have
been being sent out on a rolling basis since Oct. 15.
“I k now a few students personally who have
gotten accepted there,” said Chris Pirko, president
of pre-med fraternity Alpha Epsilon Delta and a
fourth-year biology student.
Jerry Youkey, the school’s dean, said in a video
for USC President Harris Pastides’ “Focus: Health”
report that most of the School of Medicine at
Greenville’s offers have already been made and
that the class of 2016 has an average undergraduate
GPA of 3.71 and an average MCAT score of 29 out
of 45 at this point. The most recent statistics from
the Columbia campus puts its students’ average
undergraduate GPA at 3.5 and MCAT scores at 27.
Bec au se t he med ic a l school d id not ea r n
accreditation until October, its application season
has been lagging behind previously established
medical schools.
“Because they started the application process late,
they will probably be interviewing students until
late April,” Kopita said. “Most schools have already
finished by now.”
That includes the USC School of Medicine at
Columbia, which has already sent 90 letters of
acceptance and plans to send 60 more in the near
future.
The USC School of Medicine at Greenville hopes
to grow to its peak size within the next four years.
“This year and next year, they will be accepting
50 students. The year after that, they will accept
75 students, and then, by the fourth year, they will
accept 100,” Pirko said.
The medical school’s small student body will allow
a hands-on curriculum that sends students into the
field early on.
“There’s going to be a lot of small-group focus, a
lot of hands-on learning time spent in the Greenville
hospital getting real life experience,” Pirko said.
“The first thing that students will do is become
certified EMTs, so in their first few weeks of medical
school, they will already be working with patients.”
The USC School of Medicine at Greenville’s
inaugural class will begin its studies in August.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/news
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by the verdict and the
university’s handling of
the situation.
“[Categorizing t he
dr ugs as] ‘per vasive’
does not reflect facts,”
Smiley said. “I don’t
t h i n k t wo memb er s
i n t he hou se wou ld
constitute ‘pervasive.’”
He sa id t hat t he
search was based on
a year-old repor t of
two members dealing
drugs, who had
a l ready been k icked
out of t he c h ap t e r.
The police search, he
said, implicated t wo
more members, who
were also subsequently
removed by the chapter.
The national
fraternity then added
adv isers to help t he
c h apt er re - e v a lu at e
itself, Smiley said.
“We want a chapter
on t he c a mpu s t h at
cer t a i n ly does not
condone d r ug u se,”
Sm iley sa id. “It was
a ser ious concer n,
obviously. It needed to
be.”
But after the
n a t i o n a l f r a t e r n it y
worked alongside
USC administrators to
remedy the problems
and clean up t he
chapter, Smiley said,
the universit y shut it
dow n w it hout a ny
warning.
“The decision
was made by an
ad m i n ist rator a nd
the Greek Life
of f ice, u nbek now nst
to us, after many

week s of ongoing
communications with
the university,” Smiley
said.
Sm iley said t he
n a t i o n a l f r a t e r n it y
believed the problems
had been dealt with and
that the chapter would
be allowed to remain.
He said the university
had agreed to help the
n a t i o n a l f r a t e r n it y
perform random
searches and even help
pay for the searches.
He ack nowledged
t hat t he chapter did
demonstrate a culture
of drugs and alcohol
over the past few years,
but that USC misled
A lpha Tau Omega in
how it would be dealt
with.
“Changing a culture
i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t ,”
Smiley said. “Had the
universit y said at the
beginning, ‘This is the
way it is, we think it’s
too much to change,’
t hat wou ld be one
t hing. But t hat’s not
what t hey sa id. The
f r u st rat ion i n t h is
particular case is that
we were led to believe
we were on the same
path as the university.
“We were having very
posit ive d isc u s sion s
about moving forward.
A lot of people put a lot
of time and money into
this process. To have it
end the way it did after
nine months — I am at
a loss.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/
news
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CAROLINA ● Cont. from 1
officer Trey Walker.
“It’s a large initiative
in a very short period
of time, so there’s a lot
of work that needs to be
done in the next year,”
Vice Provost Lacy Ford
sa id. “If we get t hat
appropriation, that will
cover the expenses we
have in doing what we
need to do.”
Such expenses mostly
consist of translating
and developing courses
for online format. If
the grant does not fi nd
itself in the final version
of t he st ate budget ,
Provost Michael
A miridis insists t hat
the program would still
move for ward, but at
a “much slower pace,”
over five to eight years.
In the meantime, the
Office of the Provost
has already spent
$20 0,0 0 0 on Back
to Carolina, most of
which has been doled
out among professors
to cover web cou rse
development. The
program will offer 12
online courses for the
Fall 2012 in areas such
a s c r i m i n a l j u s t ic e ,

psychology, English and
history; 14 additional
courses will be added in
Spring 2013. Registered
students will pay $375
per credit hour, slightly
less than regular USC
Colu mbia t u it ion.
Tentatively, this will be
the amount charged for
st udents in Palmetto
C o l le g e , w h i c h t h e
provost’s office hopes
will eventually include
1,500 students.
According to a
progress update issued
by t he u n iversit y i n
Feb r u a r y, Pa l me t t o
College is expected to
bring in anywhere from
$800,000 to more than
$2.2 million over the
next f ive years, w it h
the worst-case scenario
stem m i ng f rom low
enrollment with losses
of $920,000 t he f irst
year of operation.
“A t t h i s p o i nt we
have already invested a
finite amount of money
expecting that we will
recover t his money,”
Amiridis said.

FOLLOW US
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Online initiative fills
important role for USC
On paper, Back to Carolina — a distance
education initiative soon to be developed
by USC — looks like an inspiring idea.
The f inancial and personal struggles
of universit y life often leave students
unable to complete their degrees in the
“ t r a d it i o n a l”
t i me per iod.
“The financial
USC should be
prepared for
and personal
these students
struggles of
and offer
university life
them a way to
incorporate
often leave
continued
students unable their
pursuit toward
to complete their a deg ree i nto
a life made
degrees in the
bu s y by jobs,
‘traditional’ time f a m i l i e s a n d
other concerns.
period.”
The demon,
howe ver, i s
always in the details. We have already
expressed concerns over t he value of
online degrees in comparison to the more
traditional degree, hoping that these
courses will challenge students as much as
on-campus ones.
Our bigger worry is the funding. Back
to Carolina is currently being supported
by $200,000 of internal funds from the
provost’s office, with no guarantee of
funding from the state. If the $5 million
allocation for Palmetto College is OK’d by
the Senate, the money will be recouped.
We’ve been assured it will be, but we can’t
help but be skeptical of a government that’s
seemingly tightened its coffers every year.
That said, we’re support ive of t he
in it iat ive. G et t ing t h is prog ram of f
the ground will be a great asset to the
university and the state. The economic
uncertainties we are currently facing have
left the typical four-year track toward a
diploma one of several possibilities, rather
than the established norm. A nd more
should always be done to advance the
education of South Carolina residents,
whether they be first-time students or
those students looking for a second chance.
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Long legacy of corruption haunts SC
Low ranking should spur
outrage from voters
In a society filled with so many laws
to governor the common people, we
should expect more accountability
from our state and federal government
polit icians. During a more t han
yearlong investigation by the Center
for Public Integrity, South Carolina
ranked 45th among the
states for corruption or
the risk for corruption.
A ccord i ng to t h is
invest igat ion, ou r
st ate su f fers f rom a
lack of public access
to i n for mat ion, low
Travis
accountability and little
Banks
et h ic s en forcement .
Third-year visual
There were also
communications
student
problem s w it h ou r
st ate civ il ser v ice
m a n a g e me nt , p e n s io n f u nd i n g
management, insurance commissions
and budget processes. This was a
nationwide study that graded states on
14 categories that contribute to the risk
of corruption.
Over the years, S.C. lawmakers have
often participated in shady activities. In
the early 1990s, the federal government
stepped in to discontinue a vote-buying
scandal named Operation Lost Trust.
After this, the list goes on and on.
Former Agriculture Commissioner
Charlie Sharpe took bribes in 2002
from cockfighters. Former Gov. Mark
Sanford f lew in 2009 to Argentina
on the public coin to have an affair
with his mistress. This month, former
Lt. Gov. Ken Ard was punished in
civil court for 107 ethics violations.
Rounding out this long line of corrupt
S.C. politicians is Gov. Nikki Haley,

who has been hit with a corruption
lawsuit for her dealings w it h an
engineering firm.
This legacy casts serious doubt on
the integrity of this state’s politicians.
The extreme abuses of power, the utter
waste of state money, the under-thetable deals, the constant behind-thescenes maneuvers — given our recent
history, who can say with certainty how
far corruption has spread through this
state? No matter what party lawmakers
claim, widespread corruption has fully
tainted our state’s political system from
top to bottom.
This problem is not just statewide;
it is a growing national epidemic.
More than half of the states studied
received failing grades or ones close
to failing. No one will ever know the
full extent of abuses perpetrated by
our elected officials. S.C. legislators
are self-regulated by internal ethics
committees, which are understaffed
and quite frankly limited in their
oversight. As a concerned citizen and
resident, I urge everyone to not just
vote but vote responsibly for politicians
who show a commitment to ethical
politics and transparent government.
The men and women committing
these violations and contributing to
this system of corruption were elected
by us. To move on as a state, we need
to open our eyes and pay attention to
our leaders. Now is the time for new
ideologies and fresh faces. The political
differences in our government are
causing our country to lose big time.
This year we must make a difference.
Participating in the political process is
the only way. Only then can we prove
to these politicians that they will be
held to their oaths as representatives of
the American people.

The recent column
“Eva ngel icals enda nger
w o m e n ’s r i g h t s ” l a b e l e d
several politicians as religious
extremists and claimed pro-life
Christians dehumanize women
in a comparison to slaver y.
The author failed to realize he
was dehumanizing evangelical
politicians through name-calling
and advocating their removal
from office.
T h r o u g h o u t h i s t o r y,
Christians have held political
office and in America have the
freedom to openly discuss and
act on their beliefs. Rep. Lance
Kinzer asked the question, “As
Christians, how are we to view
the purpose of politics in relation
to our fundamental obligation
to give glor y to God?” Prochoice supporters claim their
main concern is protect ing
women’s rights. Evangelicals are
also concerned with protecting
women’s rights, specifically the
rights of the estimated 25 million
American women who have been
aborted since Roe V. Wade.
The highest concern of any
Christian politician is enacting
legislation that brings glory to
God. In relation to abortion, this
is nothing new. Constantine,
Rome’s first Christian emperor,
considered infanticide a crime
in A.D. 318. He also enacted the
Edict of Milan in A.D. 313, which
encouraged religious tolerance
throughout the Roman Empire.
The belief that no person has the
right to end an unborn life is not
an attack on women, but a matter
of conscience.
I nstead of claim ing G ov.
Rick Perry, Rep. Lance Kinzer
and others are trying to turn
America into a theocracy, one
should recognize that these men
were elected by a majority and
represent a large part of the
American populace. Western
history is full of deeply religious
men in democratic government
who have brought posit ive
changes to society.
— Andrew Lynch, fourth-year
finance student

Authorities should seek justice for Martin
“Stand your ground” law does not protect,
condone violent attack on teenager
A 17-year-old Florida teen named Trayvon Martin
was walking to his father’s house, hoping to watch a
basketball game after having purchased some Skittles
at a nearby gas station. George Zimmerman, a
neighborhood watch captain armed with a handgun,
spotted Martin on the sidewalk and decided the
youngster was up to no good. Zimmerman followed
Martin, even though he had done no wrong. He
was African-A merican and wearing a hoodie.
That, apparently, was all the evidence Zimmerman
needed to begin a pursuit that, despite the opposing
accounts, ultimately led to Martin’s death.
The fuzzy details surrounding the physical
confrontation may provide Zimmerman enough
wiggle room to beat what should be a charge of
second degree murder, with the possibilit y of
that being bumped up to a hate crime due to the
racial slur he may or may not have uttered prior

to shooting Martin at point-blank range. The
difficulty, however, is that the police haven’t issued a
warrant for his arrest. They claim he is protected by
Florida’s “stand your ground” law, which essentially
recommends that citizens shoot fi rst
when confronted and ask questions
later.
The law is detestable. Since its
passage in 2005, justifiable homicide
r at e s h a v e t r ip l e d i n F l o r i d a .
Unfortunately for Martin and his
family, none of the investigators
Carl
possess enough competence to realize
Brzorad
that the law offers Zimmerman no
Second-year
psychology
protection, so he has not been arrested.
student
The law in question permits the use
of deadly force when one “reasonably
believes it is necessary to do so to prevent imminent
death or great bodily harm.” Zimmerman’s attorney
claims this was the case, though the defense and the
district attorney’s office both ignore the section of
the law demanding the arrest of individuals who

About The Daily Gamecock

IT’S YOUR RIGHT
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s
V ie w p o i nt s p a g e i s t o s t i m u l at e
discussion in the University of South
Carolina community.
All published authors are expected
to provide logical arguments to back
their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages
readers to voice opinions and offers
three methods of expression: letters to
the editor, guest columns and feedback
on dailygamecock.com.
Letters and g uest columns
shou ld b e s ubm it ted v ia em a i l to
g a m e c o c k e d it o r @ s c . e d u . L e t t e r s
must be 200 to 300 words in length

“initially provoke the use of force.” The law only
offers protection to those who stand their ground
and fight. Zimmerman acted as a vigilante, stalking
an innocent teenager and instigating a physical
confrontation. The law offers no protection to the
aggressor of an attack.
W het her or not Zimmerman’s role as t he
aggressor can be proven beyond a reasonable doubt
in court is up for debate. That he has yet to be
arrested, however, is incomprehensible, as the law
only mandates “probable cause that the force that
was used was unlawful” to hold a suspect before
trial. Though the facts are somewhat murky, all sides
agree on one thing: If Zimmerman hadn’t made the
conscious choice to confront Martin, the teenager
would probably be sitting on the couch watching
basketball with his father. Yet the police still don’t
think there is enough evidence to make an arrest.
Their incompetence is astounding. We have no
place on our streets for racially motivated killers.
Sadly, it seems Florida authorities disagree.

and include the author’s name, year in
school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and
USC faculty members to submit guest
colu m ns. Colu m n ist s shou ld keep
submissions to about 500 words in
length and include the author’s name
and position.
The editor reserves the right to edit
and condense submissions for length
and clarity, or not publish at all.
All submissions become the property
of The Da ily G amecock a nd must
conform to the legal standards of USC
Student Media.
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“Well, don’t just stand there ...
there’s quitters to be buried.”
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OYSTER BAR:

THE SHUCK STOPS HERE
Vista’s Oyster Bar introduces
Tuesday student discount
night on fine seaside cuisine
Mary Cathryn Armstrong

MARMSTRONG@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

PhoJeremy Aaron / THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Oyster Bar on Park Street in the Vista serves up the finest
in seaside cuisine. Their student discount night begins tonight.

Tucked in between Flying Saucer and Uncle
Louie’s on Park Street in the Vista, Columbia’s
O yster Bar beckons local reg ulars and new
customers with open doors.
The air is laden with a heady brew of freshly
shelled, shucked seafood, and a plethora of tangy
spices tantalize the nose. We may be over an hour
from the nearest coastline, but The Oyster Bar
proves you don’t have to leave Columbia for fresh,
delicious seafood.
Boasting a tremendous selection of raw bar
selections in a casual dining atmosphere, The
Oyster Bar has become a hot spot for Columbia
regulars and those newcomers on the hunt for
a quick seafood f ix. But now, the restaurant
will reach out to a new host of potential repeat
customers: USC students.
Starting this Tuesday, the Oyster Bar will
begin hosting weekly “Student Nights,” where
diners can get special half-off deals on oysters
with their student IDs.
Regularly priced at $6.50 for six or $11.50 for
12 raw oysters and $11.50 to $21.00 for steamed
pecks , the raw bar’s oysters have become well
known for their fresh-from-the-coast flavor as
well as the award-winning “Mother Shucker’s”
cocktail sauce served on the side. The half-off
special will also apply to the bar’s $7.50 oyster
shooters.

These unique shots are ser ved exactly as
they sound, taken straight from the oyster shell
with chilled Absolut Peppar or Bacardi Limon
tangoing with a dash of Zing Zang Bloody Mary
mix and Tabasco sauce that provides a little
extra kick. The restaurant hopes that by offering
half-priced menu items on Tuesday nights, they
will attract more students to the Oyster Bar way.
“The Bar wanted to start a st udent night
because they wanted to bring in more students,”
said fourth-year public relations student and
Oyster Bar employee Christina O’Handley. “We
hope that more students will come and check out
all the types of seafood that the Oyster Bar has
to offer.”
A nd for those look ing for another t ype of
seafood jou r ney, t he restau ra nt also of fers
steamed shrimp and scallops by the pound at
prices ranging from $10 to $22.
There’s even an impressive range of optional
seasonings to top off your shrimp and scallops,
ranging from old favorites like Old Bay and lemon
pepper to Cajun and Jerk flavors that pack a little
bit more of a punch.
Of course, there are traditional coastal favorites
like Cajun-style crawfish at $6 per pound, $7
shrimp and grits and seafood g umbo priced
at $4 for the cup or $5.75 for the bowl . The
Oyster Bar itself even has a few special dishes
on tap, including the “Beaufort Basket ,” served
steaming hot and spicy with crawfi sh, sausage,
cob corn, shrimp and potatoes for $16 , or the
famous “Capital City Oysters” served steamed
and smothered with garlic alfredo sauce and
capped off with bacon and cheddar at $8.50 for
OYSTER BAR ● 6

‘Games’ serves as ‘Potter,’ ‘Twilight’ replacement
Famed young adult series
translates to film with dark satire
Tyler Simpson

TSIMPSON@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

B

“The Hunger Games”
NOW IN THEATERS

Director: Gary Ross
Starring: Jennifer Lawrence,
Josh Hutcherson, Woody
Harrelson
Rating: PG-13 for intense
thematic material and
disturbing images
“Happy Hunger Games and may the
odds be ever in your favor.”
This phrase from the movie alone
directly ref lects the dark tone and
satirical commentary behind “The
Hunger Games,” the latest in a line of
film adaptations based on young-adult
novels. But comparing “The Hunger
Games” to the pure spectacle of “Harry
Potter” and the soulless romance of
“ Tw i l ight ” wou ld b e completely
insignificant as it offers more than
action and romance.
Director Gary Ross (“Pleasantville,”

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Jennifer Lawrence stars as 16-year-old Katniss Everdeen in “The Hunger Games.”
“Seabiscuit”) gives us a film that’s
basically “Gladiator” (2000) meets “The
Truman Show,” and wrestles with the
media manipulation of the masses and
a modern twist on the Roman epic.
“The Hunger Games,” based on the
popular Suzanne Collins novel, delivers
a message on social propaganda in the
midst of powerful acting, great direction
and dark satire of the public’s embrace of
the violent side of reality television.
“Hunger Games” begins with a short
introduction explaining how society
ended up the way it did. Seventy-five
years prior to the movie in a dystopian

society, a rebellion occurred among
the districts against the powerf ul
Capitol, but the rebellion fails in the
end. As part of a peace settlement and
to keep the masses in check, the Capitol
randomly selects a boy and a girl from
each district between the ages of 12 and
18 to participate in the annual Hunger
Games, a gladiatorial event that forces
the selected children to fight to the
death.
For the 74th annual Hunger Games,
the tributes from the impoverished
mining district, District 12, includes
16-year-old Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer

Lawrence), who volunteers as tribute
after her younger sister gets randomly
selec ted to compete, a nd fel low
contestant Peeta ( Josh Hutcherson), a
baker’s son who harbors a secret crush
on Katniss. The two tributes travel
to the well-fed, high class Capitol to
prepare for t he games u nder t he
mentorship of the alcoholic Haymitch
(Woody Harrelson) and the kind stylist
Cinna (Lenny Kravitz).
The screenwriters fill the narrative
with plenty of historical context, but the
most interesting aspect of the narrative
occurs when the romantic entanglement
between Katniss and Peeta begins to
develop. This romance begins when
Peeta admits his feelings for Katniss on
live television, and it becomes a gimmick
to gain favor from the audience as well
as sponsorship. The “artificial” romance
evokes a sense of emotional intrigue
as it becomes unclear if Katniss really
feels for Peeta or if she’s just playing
along with the constructed, on-camera
romance.
The director, Ross, displays fitting,
though not exceptional, handing of the
material he’s given because as those who
have read the novel can tell, he has a lot
to squeeze within the first installment of
this inevitable movie trilogy. Still, Ross
manages to develop adequate pacing
among the various subplots.
The cinematography doesn’t do the
HUNGER GAMES ● 6
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The film stars Lenny Kravitz (left) as Cinna, Woody Harrelson as Haymitch (center) and Josh Hutcherson as Peeta (right).
HUNGER GAMES ● Continued from 5
film any justice though. At the start of the movie, Ross
relies heavily on the shaky camera routine, so much
that the action scenes eventually become infuriating.
However, Ross finds success in other aspects of the
film, such as achieving an appropriate balance between
all the action and social commentary. He also does a
great job adapting the novel’s internal monologue style
into the film.
But does the movie successfully capture that “anyone
can die at anytime” feel that the source novel presents?
The answer is not quite. The battle scenes are
neither as vivid nor as blood-filled as you’d imagine
after reading the novel, a result of wanting to preserve
family receptivity and appeal to its target audience,
especially with a PG-13 rating despite its dangerous
concept. But then again, “The Hunger Games” wasn’t
made with a strictly adult audience in mind.
Where the film finds its greatest success is the
casting, particularly Jennifer Lawrence as the lead
heroine. Working off her Academy-award nominated
role in “Winter’s Bone” (2010), Lawrence delivers an
excellent combination of heart and confidence, giving
us a humane and determined heroine worth rooting
for.
The supporting cast delivers convincing, if less
spectacular, performances, the standouts being
Harrelson, Hutcherson and Stanley Tucci. Harrelson’s
character may be underwritten, but he still shines as a
drunk but less-cartoonish Haymitch compared to the
book. Hutcherson brings enough charisma into his
role as Peeta to make him likeable. Tucci is solid as the
blue-haired Caesar Flickerman, the event’s host and
colorful commentator.

Jeremy Aaron/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK

The Oyster Bar features a dining room as well as a
central raw bar, serving up oysters, shrimp and scallops.
OYSTER BAR ● Continued from 5

Courtesy of MCT Campus

Katniss (Lawrence) is chosen as District 12’s tribute.
The movie, unfortunately, only comes close to
greatness due to its tentative approach to the source
material and awkward cinematography. But at the
least, the movie industry has found its replacement for
Harry Potter and Bella Swan, and her name is Katniss
Everdeen. “The Hunger Games” is worthy of its hype
and successfully hits the mark with its excellent cast
and intriguing narrative.

Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix

the half-dozen.
The inside of the Oyster Bar would certainly
not be out of place in a more seaside setting.
While there is a full dining room available, the
raw bar is clearly the restaurant’s centerpiece. A
full bar is available at the front of the restaurant,
but a double-sided raw bar stretching into the
very back of the building is only a short walk
away.
Stools line up neatly underneath the counter,
and every kind of seafood topper is on hand for
those digging into an array of oysters, shrimp
and scallops. Low-country artwork lines the
walls, where palm trees and creekside fishing are
all a part of the local scenery. It is this laid-back
atmosphere that consistently draws in a mix of
almost every type of customer.
“The crowd here is a real mix of different
people,” said O’Handley. “It ranges from families
to young professionals.”
The Oyster Bar opens at 4 p.m. Monday
through Saturday.
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/mix
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EMPLOYMENT

Walk to USC
2306 Devine St, 1Bedrm, 1Bath
$400.,W/$400 sec
Between Blossom and Devine,
2Bedrm, 1Bath., $500., W/ $500
sec--803-776-5405
616 Laurel Street. 4BR/2BA house
located near campus and Vista.
Full appliances, phone/cable in
all rooms. Great for 4 college
students. $1,400/mth. Available
7/1/12. Call (803) 422-5704 for
more info.

Make this summer different!!
The YMCA of Columbia is on the
hunt for AMAZING staff to
mentor campers at our 4 day
camp locations. More info
at www.columbiaymca.org!
Interviews ending soon!

EMPLOYMENT

Experienced Personal Trainers
Needed
Located a mile from campus.
Contact Anne Marie for details.
803.799.9455
Email mfulmer44@aol.com

PLAY SPORTS! HAVE FUN!
Maine camp needs fun loving
counselors tgo teach all land,
adventure & water sports. Great
summer! Call (888)4844-8080
apply: campcedar.com

EMPLOYMENT
Full Time Front Office Personnel
Downtown Columbia medical
practice is searching for a full-time
staff member. Ideal candidate
will have a great personality,
great communication skills as
well as very intergetic. Duties
include working with patients as
they check into and out of our
office for medical care. Good
computer skills is a must as
additional duties include verifying
patient insurance and obtaining
prior authorizations for medical
treatment. Office is open Monday
through Thursday. Please email
resume with availability and salary
requirements to:
smccord@physicianservicessc.
com

EMPLOYMENT
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LINE AD RATES
1st insertion: $2.50 / line
Subsequent: $1.50 / line

ADDITIONAL INFO
Two line minimum
Avg. line length of 30
characters
NOW HIRING SWIM TEACHERS!
Pay starts @ $10 per hour. April
positions available! Free Training
and Certification. Email Jim Reiser:
jreiser@swimprofessor.com

OPPORTUNITIES
Bartending! Up to $250/Day. No
Experience Nec.Training Available.
800-965-6520 Ext253

ADDITIONAL OPTIONS
Box around ad: $1.25
Logo insertion available
for addt’l cost

DEADLINE
Noon, 1 business day
prior to publication

Go to www.dailygamecock.com and click on “Classifieds” to place your online &/or print ads. Upload your image(s) & manage your own account in one convenient place!
*FREE ONLINE ADS! Available only to USC students, faculty & staff. Just use your sc.edu email address.
Questions or special requests, call 777-3888 • Office hours: M-F 8:30am- 5pm • Russell House, Rm. 343

PHD • JORGE CHAM

THE SCENE

TODAY
NED DURRETT AND THE KINDLY GENTS,
WHERE’S WOLF, GHOSTS OF THE KODIAK
7 p.m., $5 over 21 / $8 under 21
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

HOROSCOPES

Aries

Leo

Sagittarius

W hatever you need,
you c a n lea r n. You r
concentration is
especia l ly keen, a nd
things are fun. A llow
ideas to gel. Rev iew
notes. Avoid daydreams
and distractions.

Socializing takes t he
foref ront , whet her
networking at
meetings and parties,
through social media,
commenting publicly
o r p a r t i c ip at i n g o n
teams. New doors
open.

Consult with experts
over t he nex t couple
of days. Partners hold
the keys to strategy. A
bolt from the blue takes
you by surprise. Wait
to decide, and consider
opinions.

Virgo

Put t he pedal to t he
met a l, a nd complete
projects without delay.
D o n’t w o r r y a b o u t
the money. Conser ve
resou rces a nd stay
home. G et into a
workaholic phase.

Taurus
Spending could come
easily for the next few
days, so keep a n eye
o n t he b u d g e t . You
have tons of profitable
ideas, so keep in action.
Shake, rattle and roll.

Gemini
Hold of f on t ravel
for now. Med it at ion
delivers insight. Feel
t he u ndercurrent
of emotion. Ask
advice from an older,
wealt hier person. Be
re sp ec t f u l, a nd st ay
true to yourself.

Cancer
Slow down and
contemplate. Clarif y
you r d i re c t ion , a nd
copy the itinerar y so
others get it. Include
a budget. Save up and
complete project s so
you can go.

Capricorn

Consider new
opportunities over the
nex t few day s. They
could include a test or
challenge; you’re up to
it. St ick to what you
know. A partner helps.

Libra

Aquarius

I f a nyone c a n enjoy
the ups and downs of
today, it’s you, Libra.
You may be interrupted
of ten by ot her s a nd
even yourself. In t he
end, things work out,
and you get a morale
booster.

L ove i s a wond rou s
thing, and it’s getting
more intense. Harness
this energy to
ac c ompl i s h proje c t s
you’re passionate about.
In case of doubt, trust
your intuition.

Scorpio

Today you can discover
new stories from your
past. Dig deeper and
fer t ilize you r fam ily
tree. A surprise
discovery allows you to
see yourself in a new
light.

Pisces

To d a y m a y f e e l h it
a nd m is s. C elebr ate
v ic t or ie s , a nd le a r n
lessons from defeats.
You ga i n ex per ience
points and move up to
the next level. Call it
a win.

@thegamecock

Columbia Charlotte Shuttle

S

The Charlotte Airport Just Got Closer
Heyents!
tud
$49 each way • Pick up/drop off at USC
www.ColumbiaCharlotteShuttle.com • (803) 783-5123

03/27/12

1 2 3 4

for 03/26/12

TODAY

TOMORROW

KING HIPPO REUNION SHOW
8 p.m. doors / 9 p.m. show, donations to
benefit Pawmetto Lifeline
5 Points Pub, 2020 Devine St.

COMEDY IS YOUR FRIEND: STAND UP
COMEDY
9 p.m., $3
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.

THE PEOPLE SPEAK
6:30 p.m. doors / 7 p.m. show, free
Conundrum Music Hall,
626 Meeting St.

“PINA”
3 p.m. / 5:30 p.m. / 8 p.m., $6.50
students / $7.50 general
Nickelodeon Theatre, 937 Main St.

03/27/12

ACROSS
1 Powder for Junior
5 Cyberzines
10 Sudden show of
energy
14 Ho-hum
15 Prepare for a
road trip
16 Barbra’s “Funny
Girl” co-star
17 Crisp cylindrical
appetizer
19 Iditarod
destination
20 Brazil discoverer
Cabral
21 Season to be jolly
22 At liberty
23 Founding father?
25 Superlatively
spooky
27 Tango necessity
31 Collegiate climber
32 Fury
33 Country with a
ﬁve-sided ﬂag
37 Strive
38 Jaunt that might
get straw in your
hair
41 Samuel Adams
Summer __
42 Words on a
ﬁctional cake
44 Article in Le
Monde?
45 1988 Ryan/Quaid
remake
46 Pleasure craft
51 Collapsed
54 Not domestic, as
a ﬂight: Abbr.
55 Available, as a job
56 Give __: okay
58 Keebler staff
62 Suds, so to
speak
63 State of
excitement
(generated by the
starts of 17-, 27-,
38- and 46Across?)
65 Auctioned auto
66 Prepare for more
printing
67 Radar’s favorite
pop
68 Vaulted recess
69 Supplement
70 Privy to
DOWN
1 1/2 ﬂ. oz.
2 Mont Blanc, par

exemple
3 Pie baker’s
shortening
4 Sarkozy’s
predecessor
5 Food in a shell
6 Echoic nursery
rhyme opening
7 Not worth __:
valueless
8 Esophagus
9 It might be
vented
10 Homecoming
tradition
11 Love, in Livorno
12 Proper nouns
13 Welcome
18 Junction point
24 Samoa’s largest
city
26 Philosopher
Descartes
27 Greasy spoon
28 Nike rival
29 Russian refusal
30 Summer tube
fare
34 Paw bottoms
35 Soothing
succulent
36 Shakespearean
father of three
38 Leader
39 Occurrence
40 Hollywood’s

Solutions from 03/26/12

Laura or Bruce
43 Bad boy of
1970s-’80s tennis
47 1960s African
famine site
48 Lacking
49 Sch. near the Rio
Grande
50 “Fighting” Big Ten
team
51 Lethal snake
52 “Not __ out of
you!”: “Shh!”
53 Senate tie
breakers, brieﬂy
57 “Metamorphoses”

poet
59 Former Formula
One car engine
60 Reverberate
61 Commonly
bruised bone
64 “Citizen Kane”
studio
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Buzzing about Frank Martin
Courtesy of MCT Campus

Reported men’s basketball coaching hire
already exciting Gamecock faithful
Isabelle Khurshudyan

IKHURSHUDYAN@DAILYGAMECOCK.COM

Though multiple media outlets reported the hiring
of Kansas State’s Frank Martin as South Carolina’s
next basketball coach Monday afternoon, there was
a noticeable buzz around the program when the first
rumors of Martin’s interest sprouted.
The buzz might have originated from third-year
pre-law political science student Katherine Brown, a
Manhattan, Kan., native whose brother went to Kansas
State, as her phone hadn’t stopped going off since
first hearing about Martin’s interest in coaching the
Gamecocks.
“All of my friends that know where I’m from — I
could show you my phone right now — have texted me
dozens of text messages,” Brown said.
After the Gamecocks’ program-worst 10-21 season,
Athletic Director Eric Hyman and Gamecock fans
will turn to Martin to continue the buzz for a fan base
that has progressively deteriorated in Darrin Horn’s
four-year tenure.
Martin, who took Kansas State to the NCA A
Tournament in four of his five years as coach, did some
texting of his own to ESPN’s Andy Katz , saying he
accepted the men’s hoops coaching position. The USC
board of trustees called a meeting for Tuesday at 10

a.m. for a “contractual matter.” South Carolina later
announced a press conference for Hyman to discuss the
men’s basketball coaching situation, where Hyman is
expected to make Martin’s hiring official.
Brown said that coaching at USC will give Martin a
chance to put his stamp on the program, as he followed
current West Virginia coach Bob Huggins at K-State.
“Carolina serves the perfect purpose for him in that
he can start something from scratch,” Brown said. “He
can mix it all up, bake it however he wants it and put his
name on it. That’s something that he wasn’t able to do
because Bob Huggins started it at K-State and he kind
of picked it up.”
Brown, who is certain that she’s the only USC student
from Manhattan, said that the atmosphere at K-State
basketball was vastly different from that of South
Carolina, where she recalled angering Gamecock fans
for trying to stand and cheer the entire game when
other fans wanted to stay seated.
Brown referred to Martin multiple times as a “savior”
of the basketball program, and she firmly believes that
within several years, he can bring the program the
national significance it has long lacked. Furthermore,
Brown believes that Martin’s name recognition will
quickly change the atmosphere of USC basketball.
“I remember being gawked at when I was screaming
for our boys,” Brown said. “Everyone looked at me like I
was insane, but I came from a place in Manhattan where
that is what they bleed. They bleed purple, and it’s not
for their football team, it’s for their basketball team.”

At Kansas State, Brown described Martin as
“present,” saying that Martin’s notorious expressions
and in-game antics were a draw for fans. There are shirts
and billboards across town that advertised Martin’s “10
Faces of Anger,” according to Brown.
After the story of Martin’s departure broke in the
Kansas City Star, Brown said there were immediately
talks on Facebook and Twitter of “blacking-out” the
town, where everyone wears black, which she said is
reserved for big rivalry games or riots.
“I’m very curious as to what will happen tonight
because I know a lot of my friends have talked about
literally rioting all over downtown in Kansas,” Brown
said.
Though Brown said she is partially upset that Martin
will no longer be at Kansas State, she is excited to see
how he reinvigorates the basketball program at South
Carolina, as in her opinion, the Wildcats no longer need
the help, and it’s a perfect marriage for USC.
“Something that would be perfect is completing
our trifecta,” Brown said. “We have a very successful
football team, a wildly successful baseball team, and
if we can garner our fan support and are able to bring
people to the basketball games, recruit and keep our
recruits, we’ll probably be a successful basketball school
also. That would be something that would make me so
proud to be a Gamecock.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

Wide receivers begin life without Alshon
Gamecocks looking to fill
role of former star player
Isabelle Khurshudyan
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W hen redsh ir t f resh ma n w ide
receiver Shamier Jeffery was told of
his older brother’s decision to leave for
the NFL Draft and forgo his senior
season, he was initially surprised by the
decision.
“He told me he was going to stay,”
Jeffery said. “When he left, I was like
oh, well have fun. I guess it’s my turn
now.”
The departure of star wide receiver
Alshon Jeffery has not only opened
the door for his little brother, but
the receiving corps as a whole, as the
Gamecocks will look to fill the hole his
absence creates.
Even though his production dropped
from his freshman and sophomore
seasons, Alshon Jeffery is the school’s
all-time leader in receiving yards with
3,042. He was named the MVP of the
Capital One Bowl, his final game as a
Gamecock, after tallying 148 yards in
the win, despite missing most of the
second half with a suspension.
Junior quarterback Connor Shaw
said he’s had chemistry with all of the
receivers, but his top returning target
is junior Ace Sanders, who was second
in receiving to Alshon Jeffery by 379
yards.
Though Sanders said he kind of
looks at this season as a break out one
for himself, he said he’s “more of a
team guy, so as long as we’re winning,
I’m cool.” He does think that without
Alshon Jeffery, the group has gotten
better to compensate for his natural

ability.
“You don’t always have that outlet to
just throw that jump ball and him make
a play,” Sanders said. “We actually
just got to make sure everything gets
clear. We’ve got to run better routes,
get open, catch the ball and fi nd new
leaders that will step up and take his
place. It’s brought out competition in
all of the team.”
Sanders said that the whole team
looked at the news of Alshon Jeffery’s
depar t u re as a n oppor t u n it y for
someone to step up, since the role
would be open. For Sanders, he said
he’s gotten faster getting in and out of
his cuts on a route. Shamier Jeffery said
that he was able to work with his older
brother to get better, but he’s gotten
more familiar with the playbook,
though “it’s still kind of confusing.”
“I watched him last year and what he
could do, so it’s my turn to show what
I can do this year,” Shamier Jeffery
said. “He didn’t really talk to me about
stepping into his place, but he told me
to work hard and to work on my cuts
and cones and get faster and stronger.”
The most evident improvement has
been out of K.J. Brent, who has moved
from the outside wide receiver position
to the slot, which requires reading more
coverages, though there are less routes.
He’s still working on his strength, but
USC coach Steve Spurrier said he will
play this year.
In the Gamecocks’ first scrimmage
of the spring, Brent had the first score
of the game, a diving 34-yard catch
from Shaw. But is he the next Alshon
Jeffery?
“I’m trying to be the next K.J., I
guess,” Brent said.
Sophomore wide receiver Damiere
Byrd and Shamier Jeffery did not play
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Wide receiver K.J. Brent (left) competes in a drill during spring practice. Brent had the first
touchdown of Saturday’s scrimmage on a 34-yard pass from quarterback Connor Shaw.
in the scrimmage, as Byrd had a track
meet and Shamier Jeffery tweaked his
knee in practice. Byrd played in nine
games last season.
While Brent and Shamier Jeffery
will work to rise on the depth chart,
junior DeAngelo Smith sits squarely
at the top after being behind Alshon
Jeffery for the past two seasons. Last
spring, he made the most improvement
of any player, earning him the Player of
the Spring award. Wide receivers coach
Steve Spurrier Jr. said the position is
Smith’s to lose, though with the staple
of wide receivers that the Gamecocks
currently have, as well as incoming
f reshmen, like t he highly tauted

Shaq Roland, coming to campus, the
position is as open as it’s been in three
years.
While Alshon Jeffery isn’t coming
back, his presence on the sideline of
the scrimmage in street clothes was
still felt.
“It was different because I’ve only
been here one year and he’s been on
the field every time,” Brent said. “It
was good to see him back with us. It is
a reminder that he’s gone and [ Jason
Barnes] is gone, so we’re all trying to
compete every day.”
Comments on this story?
Visit dailygamecock.com/sports

